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Headmaster: D. R. Williams

Brooklands School, 167, Eccleshall Road, Stafford, ST16 1PD

Telephone: 01785 251399  Fax: 01785 236987
Email: enquiries@brooklandsschool.com 

Website: www.brooklandsschool.com
________________________________________________________________________________

B.L.U.R.B.    Weeks 10, 11 & Summer holidays 2011
Dear Parents, 
My final BLURB. It doesn’t seem possible that it is nearly eight years since I started here – it has gone in a flash and yet so much has happened. There’s never been a dull moment I can assure you! So, without further ado, thank you for your support, thank you to the Governors, Staff and most of all the children. It’s the reason that drives me forward and has kept me going and I shall take many things from Brooklands to my new school. Should you ever frequent West Sussex do come and see us at Great Ballard, it would be lovely to find out how you’ve got on. Mrs Williams, Tom and Andrew join me in thanking you all.

School Fees from September 2011 - Update 
Further to the letter from the Chairman in April advising you of the fees from 1st September it was announced that the Governors would be considering offering a discount for an annual advance payment. Parents were asked to contact the Bursar for further details before the end of this term and a number of you have done so. At the most recent Governors meeting, it was decided that we will extend a facility for annual advance payments and, for such payments, there will be a 3% discount on the new fees for 2011-12.  In order to qualify for this discount, we would need full payment to reach our bank account by 1st August 2011. For further details please contact the Bursar at Gary4Brooklands@aol.com
Staff Update

As well as Mrs Williams’ departure tomorrow, Mrs Robinson, Mr Dainty and Mr Giles are leaving Brooklands. Mrs Robinson, as you already know, has secured a promotion to the Bluecoat School, Birmingham but today Mr Dainty (69) and Mr Giles (66) are retiring. Mr Dainty has been the school caretaker for the past eight years and has done so much to keep the fabric of the building ship-shape. He has also become a BMX driver but has turned his hand to building sets for the Plays and even the dreaded Stocks for Headmasters. Mr Giles has been at Brooklands since September 2002 and has kept us in flowers throughout the growing seasons and looked after the grounds and garden in all weathers. Both have been tremendously loyal to the School and on behalf of everyone here, I thank them for their endeavours and wish them a happy and fulfilling retirements. Mrs Keenan will be looking at replacements for both gentlemen during the holidays. 

End of Term Plans/Prize Giving & Speech Day 2011 at the Gatehouse - Tomorrow
All kit and belongings should come home tonight please. 
Tomorrow, children just need to come in School Uniform at the usual times – shoes polished, hair tidy and no jumpers. Please note all children from Kindergarten upwards will need to be collected from the Gatehouse Theatre around 3.30pm if you are not attending Speech Day. Please note there will be no BMX and, of course, BASH will also be closed.
Year 6 B.E.S.T 2011

Year 6 have enjoyed a splendid Leavers Programme what with the ‘play in a day’, a conservation ‘pay back’ day, mountain biking on the Chase and The Walk on the Roaches.  This week they have been completing their e-Diaries whilst thrashing the parents in the annual parents Cricket challenge on Monday before coming a gallant second to the staff in the traditional Rounders challenge this morning. The highlight though for many of the Leavers was undoubtedly the week away from School (and home!) at Boreatton Park, Shrewsbury with Mr Wheat and Mrs Maud. They had a brilliant time by all accounts and as ever, my thanks to all the BEST staff who have put themselves out to do ‘the extra’ which sadly many schools are stopping doing.

Trips
Last Wednesday the whole School (minus Year 6 of course!) walked down to the Staffordshire Hoard in town and looked brilliant. So much so we plan to walk down to the Gatehouse tomorrow.  
Lower School/Little B’s Sports Day
Last Thursday we just about got away with the weather and what a fun afternoon was had by all. I’ve never seen so many parents (especially Mums) take part. Well done to all and thank you to Mrs Robinson for masterminding the event.
Expeditions Day 2011 
We had three great trips yesterday with Kindergarten/Transition enjoying the West Midlands Safari visit, Years 1 - 5 and their seaside day at West Kirby and Year 6’s walk as mentioned above.  The children we excellently behaved on all trips and the staff reported enjoyable days were had by all.  
Car Parking 

I have received the usual moan from residents across the road where parents are parking in the service road. Please be careful not to block access for residents because it antagonises them hugely!

Next Term’s Calendar dates 

Mrs Keenan asks me to confirm the forward dates as published in this term’s Summer Calendar. There was a change in the Autumn half term dates from the Spring Term Calendar.

And finally… 
From my first ever BLURB on 30th April 2004 – “a warm fuzzy welcome to: David Williams – Headmaster, Prasanna Sivakumar – Form 3G, Barney Gardner - Form 1, Archie Gardner – Nursery and Ellie Martin – Nursery. They have all settled in really well this week and only one has been late for lunch (guess who…).” 
It has been nice to welcome back Prasanna this week for Work Experience and of course, Archie and Ellie all leave with me. I’ll explain ‘fuzzy’ in a bit more detail tomorrow but a new chapter in the School’s history is starting with Mrs Keenan taking over as Head. I am sure you will want to support her, and if she is as happy here as I have been, she will be a fortunate person indeed.  

Best wishes, thank you and goodbye,
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David Williams

Headmaster 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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